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The Eleanor D. Wilson Museum at Hollins University is pleased to announce the upcoming exhibition 
Walking the Parallels to Terminus by artist Fiona Ross, opening on Thursday, January 7, 2010. 
 
Ross explores a variety of media to create unusual sculptures and intricate 
drawings.  This exhibition will present her new site-specific wall mural and 
works on paper that explore the experience of walking a labyrinth.  Ross will 
apply watercolor pens and sumi ink, an East Asian medium, directly to the 
walls to create unicursal (single line) labyrinths that will only exist for the 
duration of the show and will then be painted over.  The mural becomes a 
mythical labyrinth, leading the viewer through a series of subtly rendered 
and fantastical creatures, obstacles, and difficult visual decisions via an 
uninterrupted thread of a line.  This marks the first major site-specific wall 
mural project for the museum. 
 
“We are thrilled to organize and present new work by internationally 
recognized artist Fiona Ross,” says director Amy G. Moorefield.  “Her 
exhibition marks several ‘firsts’ for the museum and enhances our mission 
as a presenter of new and original work by leading artists working today.” 
 
In addition to Ross’s mural, the museum will display her large-scale works 
on paper as well as her more intimate works on panel.  Often using her own 
figure as inspiration, the artist also incorporates landforms to create 
drawings rich with detail and mystery; what seems at first glance to be an 
outline of the body contains birds, maps, and flourishes.  Her research in 
labyrinths and mathematical curve theories, produced in conjunction with her 
husband, will be published in the Journal of Mathematics and the Arts. 
 
Ross received her BA and MST from Fordham University, NY, and her MFA 
from Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond.  Her work has been 
exhibited internationally and is in the collections of Markel Corporation and Wachovia Securities. 

 
The Eleanor D. Wilson Museum at Hollins University, a premiere arts 
destination in the Roanoke Valley, features the work of nationally 
renowned artists, emerging figures, and regional names.  The museum 
mounts exhibitions that explore currents in modern and contemporary art.  
Museum hours are Tuesday - Friday, 10 am - 4 pm, and Saturday, 1 - 5 
pm; closed during university breaks.  Admission is free.  For more 
information, please call 540.362.6532 or visit www.hollins.edu/museum. 
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Fiona Ross, Self Portrait #1, 
2009. Sumi ink on paper. 
Courtesy of the artist and 
ada gallery. 

 
The artist at work, 2009. 


