
                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
FIRST DUAL EXHIBITION BETWEEN UNIVERSITY MUSEUMS IN ROANOKE, VA 

 
Image credit: Jim Campbell, Library, 2009, 29-1/2 x 22-1/4 x 2, 768 LEDs, custom electronics, mounted photogravure. Courtesy of the 
Artist & Hosfelt Gallery, San Francisco & New York 
 
 
The Eleanor D. Wilson Museum at Hollins University and Roanoke College Galleries are pleased to 
announce the first in a series of exhibitions to span both of their institutions and featuring international 
electronic media artist Jim Campbell. The exhibition: Jim Campbell: In the Repose of Memory will open on 
September 16th with a lecture by the artist at Roanoke College in its Theatre at 5:30pm followed by a 
progressive opening at the Eleanor D. Wilson Museum at 7pm. Both exhibitions will be on view through 
December 4th, 2010. The dual exhibitions mark the first presentation of Campbell’s work in Roanoke, 
Virginia. Jim Campbell makes innovative works that have set standards for art made with technology for 
more than twenty years.  Campbell's media and message are inseparable.  He uses technologies developed 
for information transfer and storage to explore human perception, memory and the ways we measure time. 
  

 

 

 
       GALLERIES 

In signature works, pixilated representations involving grids 
of L.E.D.s have such low perceived resolution as to defy 
comprehension. Through these Campbell plumbs the human 
ability to interpret abstract information and "fill in the gaps" 
necessary to create a complete idea.  His exploration of the 
distinction between the analogue world and its digital 
representation is a metaphor for the human talent for 
poetic understanding or "knowledge" as opposed to the 
mathematics of "data." 
 Jim Campbell, Dynamism of an Observer in the 

Weeds, 1994-95, duratrans, light box, Courtesy of the 
Artist & Hosfelt Gallery, San Francisco & New York 

 



Funding for Jim Campbell: In the Repose of Memory comes in part from the City of Roanoke through the Roanoke Arts Commission. 
The Eleanor D. Wilson Museum’s 2010 Community Partners are:  
 
 

 

  
 
His dual solo exhibitions at the Eleanor D. Wilson Museum and Roanoke College Galleries will include 
major installations and exhibition pieces that incorporate light, sound, and computer generated images that 
often represent the evocation of memory. Campbell’s work bridges the gap between the traditional and the 
innovative and juxtaposes interaction between the technical and the implied: seeing versus understanding. 
The exhibitions also display a major work by Campbell that explores film compression to large scale which 
the pixels are turned away from the viewer to reflect off the wall, and several works in which still 
photographic images are combined with time-based imagery.  The exhibition will be accompanied by a full 
color catalogue.  Funding for the exhibition, programming and catalogue in part comes from Joanne 
Leonhardt Cassullo and The Dorothea L. Leonhardt Foundation, Inc.; May and Samuel Rudin Family 
Foundation, Inc; Barbara and Jonathan O. Lee; and Roanoke County. 
 
Jim Campbell was born in Chicago in 1956 and lives in San Francisco. He received degrees in Mathematics 
and Engineering from MIT in 1978 and holds over twenty patents in the field of engineering. He transitioned 
from filmmaking to interactive video installations in the mid-1980s and has been working with L.E.D. 
technology since 1999. His work has been exhibited extensively internationally and is in the collections of 
MoMA, New York; The Whitney Museum of American Art; The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; 
the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, and many others.  Beginning in October 2010, a large-scale 
outdoor piece will be exhibited in Madison Square Park in Manhattan. In 2011, Campbell’s work will be 
featured in the atrium of the SFMoMA, San Francisco, CA.  He has received many grants and awards 
including a Rockefeller Grant in Multimedia, three Langlois Foundation Grants, and a Guggenheim 
Fellowship. These dual exhibitions will be his first presentation in Roanoke, Virginia. 
 

 
Jim Campbell, Home Movie 1040-2, 2008 
84 x 120 x 5, Video installation: 1040 LEDs, Custom Electronics,  
Courtesy of the Artist & the Bryce Wolkowitz Gallery, New York 
 

Roanoke College Galleries is the exhibition facility for Roanoke College and presents the work of local, 
regional and nationally known artists. The gallery is open every day from 1pm – 4pm; closed during 
university breaks. Admission is free. For more information, please call 540.375.2354 or visit 
www.roanoke.edu 
 
For more information: 
Eleanor D. Wilson Museum at Hollins University  Roanoke College Galleries  
8009 Fishburn Drive, Roanoke, VA 24020   221 College Lane, Salem, VA 24153  
www.hollins.edu/museum, 540.362.6341   http://www.roanoke.edu, 540.375-2354   
Amy Moorefield, Director     Talia Logan, Director 
e-mail: amoorefield @hollins.edu    email: mlogan@roanoke.edu 
office: 540.362.6341     office: 540.815.2429 
 

The Eleanor D. Wilson Museum at Hollins University, 
a premiere arts destination in the Roanoke Valley, 
features the work of nationally renowned artists, 
emerging figures, and regional names.  The museum 
mounts exhibitions that explore currents in modern 
and contemporary art.  Museum hours are Tuesday - 
Friday, 10 am - 4 pm, and Saturday, 1 - 5 pm; closed 
during university breaks.  Admission is free.  For more 
information, please call 540.362.6532 or visit 
www.hollins.edu/museum. 
 
 


