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What is Giving Tuesday 

Giving Tuesday is an international day of philanthropy that takes place the Tuesday following the 

shopping events Black Friday and Cyber Monday. It is a day people around the world come together 

to support the causes and organizations they care most about. We encourage our alumnae and 

friends to support Hollins on Giving Tuesday, December 3. Giving Tuesday gifts will count as part 

of the December Match.     www.hollins.edu/givingtuesday     #HollinsGivingTuesday 

What is the December Match? 

During the month of December, a generous alumna has offered to match every gift to the Hollins Fund 

dollar-for-dollar up to a total of $100,000. This is a great opportunity for alumnae to double the impact of 

their charitable gifts, ultimately helping Hollins secure an additional $100,000 to invest in our students. 

Please visit www.hollins.edu/decembermatch for additional information and resources. 

What gifts count during Giving Tuesday? 

Any cash gifts and pledge payments received on Giving Tuesday (Tuesday, December 3) will count 

toward our Giving Tuesday total. This includes gifts made online, over the phone, through wire 

transfer, or through the mail by check, credit card, securities, and IRA. As long as Hollins receives the 

funds on Giving Tuesday, it will count! Pledges and gifts-in-kind do not count.  

What gifts count for the December Match? 

Any Hollins Fund cash gifts and pledge payments* received during the month of December will be 

matched up to a total of $100,000. This includes Hollins Fund gifts made online, over the phone, 

through wire transfer, or through the mail by check, credit card, securities, and IRA. As long as Hollins 

receives the funds prior to December 31, it will count! Pledges and gifts-in-kind do not count.  

* Please note: Only the amount you personally contribute will be applied to your pledge. Your pledge balance will 

only decrease by the amount you contribute. The matching gift will not be reflected in your pledge balance.  

If I have already made a gift this year, will my additional gift in December be matched? 

Yes! Any Hollins Fund gift received in December will be matched up to a total of $100,000 – even if it 

is your second (or third!) gift this year. 

My company matches gifts. Will my total gift (with company match) be matched? 

No, only the amount of your personal contribution will be matched in December, but the total impact 

for students will be expanded. For example, if you give $1,000 and your company matches 1:1, that 

results in an additional $1,000 from your company AND an additional $1,000 from the December 

Match – for a total of $3,000 to the Hollins Fund! 

Will the matching gift amount be reflected in my class and reunion totals? 

No, only the amount of your personal charitable contribution will be reflected in your class and reunion 

giving totals, but by giving in December, you are helping to secure an additional $100,000 for our students.  
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How to Make your Giving Tuesday Gift 

Online: hollins.edu/giveonline  By Phone: 800-846-5371 

Additional Questions? Contact Brea MacBrien, director of the Hollins Fund, at 

macbrienbm@hollins.edu or 540-362-6490 
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Reasons to Give to the Hollins Fund 

1. When you give to the Hollins Fund, your gift strengthens and 

helps transform the lives of students today. 

2. The Hollins Fund provides a significant percentage of Hollins’ 

operating budget – eleven percent – and is the critical 

difference in our ability to fulfill our educational mission by 

providing unrestricted dollars that enhance the student 

experience, primarily through scholarship support.  

3. Gifts to the Hollins Fund make an immediate impact by 

providing opportunities for students to apply what they are 

learning in the classroom to real-world issues, developing 

skills that are essential to staying competitive in a global 

marketplace. 

 

Fundraising Tip: Remember why you value your Hollins 

education and experience. Encourage those you speak with to do 
the same. Let them know that by giving to the Hollins Fund, they 
are ensuring today’s students and future generations continue to 
benefit from the distinctive Hollins education.  

 

Did you know? 100% of undergraduates received financial 

aid for the Fall 2019 incoming class. The average scholarship and 

grant aid to 2019 first years was $34,700. Your gifts help make 

this possible! 

 

Thank you for investing in students like me. 

It is because of your continued support that I 

receive the scholarships necessary to 

pursue my dream career at Hollins. Hollins 

has given me the finest education, along 

with amazing internship opportunities, and 

none of that would be possible without your 

generosity. Thank you for making my Hollins 

experience life-changing! Lettie Thym ’22 

 

  

 

 Encourage participation. Hollins 
needs the continuous support of all 
alumnae to help reach our goal. 
Remind your fellow alumnae that 
“We’re all in this together.” Even a 
small gift can make a big impact. 
 

 “I already gave.” First, thank 
those who have already made a 
contribution. Then, encourage 
them to consider a second “special 
gift” to be a part of the Giving 
Tuesday action and to take 
advantage of the December 
Match.  

 
 “I cannot afford to give because 

of (graduate school, new baby, 
retirement, new house).” 
Alumnae participation is critical to 
Hollins’ rankings and continued 
success. It also increases the 
value of your degree. Your gift, no 
matter the amount, is extremely 
important. There is leadership in 
the act of giving. May we count on 
you for a gift of _______? 
(Consider asking for a gift in the 
amount of your class year. For 
example, the Class of 1990: 
$19.90, $190.00, $1,900.00.) 
 

 I am unable to give, but still 
want to help. What can I do? 
Help spread the word! Share and 
re-Tweet posts promoting Giving 
Tuesday and the December 
Match, and/or send personal 
correspondence to friends and 
classmates encouraging 
participation. 
 

 Report feedback. Your ability to 
connect with alumnae on a 
personal level provides Hollins 
with greater access and insight 
into what is most important to 
them. The more informed Hollins 
is, the greater the opportunity to be 
proactive in addressing needs.  
 

 
 
 

TIPS FOR OUTREACH AND 
OVERCOMING OBJECTIONS 

The Hollins Fund touches and enhances every 

aspect of the student experience, from the 

scholarships that make it possible for students to 

attend Hollins, to the hands-on learning experiences 

and academic innovations that make their Hollins 

education as distinctive as yours.  
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How to Ask 
 

       Phone 

Personal contact through calling is the most effective way (other than in person) to raise money. Talk 
to your classmates about their experiences at Hollins to build rapport before discussing the 
importance of giving and asking for their Giving Tuesday gift. Direct classmates to give online at 
www.hollins.edu/giveonline. If you leave a message, be sure to follow up in a few days. Tip: The 
best times to call are weekends or early evenings. 
 

       Email 

We encourage personal emails to individuals to connect and ask for Giving Tuesday. Consult the 
communications calendar on the next page to see when Hollins is sending emails. One easy way to 
add a personal touch is to forward the Hollins email with your own note encouraging participation. We 
recommend using the “bcc” field when sending to multiple recipients.  

 
Suggested Copy: 
Be sure to make your emails personal and in your own voice. The suggested copy below contains the 
important details, but feel free to get creative with the messaging! 
 
If forwarding a Hollins-generated email, add your own personal note: 
 

Hi, Name! Check out this email I just received from Hollins about Giving Tuesday. This is a great 
time to make your Hollins Fund gift since it will be DOUBLED!  
 
I know our years at Hollins were some of the best of my life … Remember when (insert fun 
memory here)? It’s nice to know today’s students are having the same distinctive experience on 
campus and that our gifts help make it happen.  
 
I hope you’ll join me by giving today – every gift makes a difference and what’s most important is 
participation! Visit www.hollins.edu/givingtuesday (or www.hollins.edu/decembermatch) to learn 
more and make your gift  

 
NOTE: Keep in mind that not everyone will be receiving the same emails. For example, if someone has already 
made a gift this year, they may not receive an email.  

 
If sending your own email: 
 

Hi, Name! 
 
Have you heard about Giving Tuesday and the December Match going on at Hollins? An alumna 
has offered to match every gift to the Hollins Fund in December up to a total of $100,000! That 
means when you make your Hollins Fund gift, it will be DOUBLED. And since today is Giving 
Tuesday, the international day of giving, there is no better time than now to make your gift.  
 
The Hollins Fund enhances nearly every aspect of the student experience, from scholarships to 
classroom technologies and hands-on learning opportunities. By giving today, you are 
DOUBLING the impact for today’s students.  
 
When I think about the (examples of what made your Hollins experience special) we enjoyed at 
Hollins, I know our experience couldn’t be matched anywhere else. Knowing our gifts to the 
Hollins Fund WILL be matched (and that they help ensure students have the same special 
experience) is pretty awesome. I hope you’ll join me in taking advantage of this great opportunity 
to expand our impact today. Just visit www.hollins.edu/givingtuesday.  
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Social Media 

 
You are encouraged to serve as a social media ambassador for 
Giving Tuesday by sharing posts and posting on your class 
Facebook page or other Hollins pages/groups. You can share or 
re-Tweet content Hollins posts or post your own original content!  
 

# Use the hashtag. Help this initiative go viral by using 

#HollinsGivingTuesday and #HollinsMatch when you post  
 
Profile Pic Visit www.hollins.edu/givngtuesday to download 
a special #HollinsGivingTuesday image to use as your profile 
picture. Be sure to include a description when you change 
your profile pic so your friends know why your Hollins 
experience cannot be matched! Note: December Match images 
will also be available at www.hollins.edu/decembermatch.  
 
Tag your friends: Grab your friends’ attention by tagging 
them in your posts and sharing throwback photos from your 
time on campus when promoting #HollinsGivingTuesday.  

 

 
Remember to direct friends to  

www.hollins.edu/givingtuesday  
 

 
Sample posts  
 
Feel free to use copy only or share your favorite pic(s) from your 
time on campus! Don’t forget to use the URL and hashtag! 
 
Join me today, on #HollinsGivingTuesday, to show our Hollins 
pride and support the Hollins Fund so today’s students can have 
the same one-of-a-kind Hollins experience you and I enjoyed. 
What makes giving even better is that your gift will be matched! 
That means DOUBLE the impact! www.hollins.edu/givingtuesday 
#HollinsGivingTuesday 
 
Hollins gave me/Because of Hollins/Without Hollins, __________. 
My Hollins experience cannot be matched! But today on 
#HollinsGivingTuesday, your Hollins Fund gift CAN! Join me in 
supporting today’s students by visiting 
www.hollins.edu/givingtuesday  

Please note: The following dates are 
tentative and may change slightly. Email 
audiences may vary. 

Tuesday, November 26: Giving Tuesday 
“Save the Date” email  

Friday, November 29: Giving Tuesday 
social media post 

**Mailing to select audiences will arrive in 
homes the first week of December. 

Monday, December 2: Giving Tuesday 
email and social media post 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3 IS GIVING 
TUESDAY! There will be multiple emails 
and social media posts on this day, 
including VIDEO 

Thursday/Friday, December 5/6: Giving 
Tuesday thank-you video with results will 
be emailed and posted on social media 

You can continue to help promote the 
December Match after Giving Tuesday! 

Tuesday, December 10: Email promoting 
the December Match 

Thursday, December 12: December 
Match promotional VIDEO on social media 
(post and/or running as ad) 

Tuesday, December 17: December 
Match social media post 

Thursday, December 19: December 
Match email 

Thursday, December 26: Calendar Year-
End social media post (continue promoting 
the December match and emphasize 
urgency) 

Friday, December 27: Calendar Year-End 
email (continue promoting December 
Match and emphasize urgency) 

Saturday, December 28: Calendar Year-
End social media post 

Monday, December 30: Calendar Year-
End email 

Tuesday, December 31: Calendar Year-
End email and social media post 

 
 

 

HOLLINS COMMUNICATIONS 
SCHEDULE 
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