
LINDA KOCH LORIMER ’74
New Haven, Connecticut
linda.lorimer@yale.edu
Linda retired from Yale in 2016 after 32 years with the university. She was a 
trustee and vice president for 21 years, which included serving as vice  
president for global and strategic affairs. She was also president of Randolph-
Macon Woman’s College for more than six years. She was a director of 
McGraw-Hill, Inc., for 20 years and served as its presiding director for five 
years. She is a director of London-headquartered Pearson, the world’s largest 
educational services company.
Linda serves on a number of nonprofit boards and has been on the board 
of three publicly traded companies. She received the Order of Merit by the 
Government of Argentina for advancing international education and the 
Sandra Day O’Connor Award for board excellence. She was inducted into the 
Connecticut Women’s Hall of Fame in 2013. She has received four honorary 
degrees for her efforts to advance women.

DEBRA CARTWRIGHT MEADE
Roanoke, Virginia
debbie.meade77@gmail.com
Debbie enjoyed a distinguished career in the newspaper business, including 30 
years at The Roanoke Times, where she became president and publisher in 2007 
and retired in 2013.
The Norfolk native holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Virginia Tech. 
She also attended Longwood College, now Longwood University, when it was a 
women’s college.
Debbie was appointed by then-Governor Tim Kaine to the Roanoke Higher 
Education Authority Board of Trustees in 2007 and served two terms, including 
one as vice chair. She has served as board chair and annual campaign chair 
of United Way of Roanoke Valley, board vice chair of Roanoke’s Planned 
Parenthood affiliate, and on the board of the Roanoke Business Council. 
Currently she is a trustee of the Taubman Museum of Art and a volunteer  
with Star City Reads, Roanoke’s early childhood literacy initiative.
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CLARK HOOPER BARUCH ’68
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania
clark@clarkhooper.com
Board chair from 2007–2010, Clark played an important role in the Campaign 
for Women Who Are Going Places, the largest comprehensive fundraising 
campaign in Hollins’ history and the largest ever undertaken by a women’s 
college in the South with over $161 million raised, far exceeding the goal 
of $125 million. She currently serves as chair of the board’s committee on 
development.
Clark retired from the National Association of Securities Dealers as executive 
vice president, policy and oversight, in September 2003 and was president of 
Dumbarton Group LLC, consulting on securities industry regulatory issues 
until January 2007. Clark serves on the boards of 81 mutual funds in the 
American Funds family, 77 of which she serves as chair. She is also a trustee of 
The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, where she also serves as vice chair to 
the board and chair of the audit, compliance, and risk committee. 

KERRY EDMONDS
Hollins University
kedmonds@hollins.edu
As executive vice president and chief operating officer at Hollins, Kerry has 
executive oversight of the major operational functions of the university. She 
provides strategic leadership for the business, financial, and administrative 
areas of the institution, including the controller’s office, the university’s 
endowment, information technology, marketing, facilities planning and 
operations, capital project management, human resources, dining services, 
bookstore operations, special programming, and printing, mailing, and  
shipping services.
Kerry received her B.B.A. with an accounting concentration from Roanoke 
College and her M.B.A. from Virginia Tech. She joined Hollins in 1994, 
holding several positions in human resources before being appointed director 
of human resources in 1999. She assumed the role of executive director of 
university administration in 2004; was appointed vice president for finance and 
administration in 2009; and was promoted to executive vice president and chief 
operating officer in July 2019. 
Kerry currently serves as the chair of the board of directors of United Way of 
the Roanoke Valley. She also serves on the board of directors of The Forum on 
Education Abroad as chair of the finance committee and treasurer. In addition, 
she is vice chair of the Governing Committee of the Virginia Private Colleges 
Multiple Employer 403(b) Retirement Plan as well as a member of the board of 
directors of the Virginia Private College Benefits Consortium as its recent  
past chair. 



AMY GERBER-STROH
Hollins University
agerber-stroh@hollins.edu
Amy is an associate professor of film and chair of the film department at 
Hollins, where she has been a member of the faculty since 2007. Her films 
have won honors at numerous film festivals and professional venues. She 
has also had significant professional film experience in Hollywood and New 
York, casting 12 major motion pictures including The Mask of Zorro (Columbia 
Pictures), Goldeneye (MGM), Afterglow (Sony Pictures Classics), Tank Girl 
(United Artists), and Angels In The Outfield (Disney). Her documentary, My 
Grandfather Was a Nazi Scientist: Opa, von Braun and Operation Paperclip, was 
selected for several film festivals and honorary screenings. Venues included 
the 17th Annual Independent’s Film Festival, The German-American Heritage 
Museum, The Education Channel, and a premiere invitation at the National 
Archives in Washington, D.C., presented by the Charles Guggenheim Center 
for Documentary Film. She is currently collaborating with award-winning 
filmmaker Ross Spears on a three-part series for PBS called The Truth About 
Trees: A Natural and Human History to be aired nationally.

REV. DR. CYNTHIA HALE ’75
Decatur, Georgia
chale52@rayofhope.org
Cynthia is founding and senior pastor of Georgia’s Ray of Hope Christian 
Church. She has been recognized nationally and internationally for her 
leadership, integrity, and compassion during her distinguished career in the 
ministry. She has been honored by the National Urban League and is a recipient 
of the inaugural “Women of Power” award. In 2012, she received the Preston 
Taylor Living Legacy Award at the 22nd Biennial Session of the National 
Convocation of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). That same year, 
Ebony magazine named her one of the Power 100, a yearly compilation of the 
most influential African Americans in the country.
Cynthia holds a Master of Divinity degree from Duke University and a Doctor 
of Ministry from United Theological Seminary. In 2009, she was appointed by 
President Barack Obama to serve on the President’s Commission on White 
House Fellowships, and read the Old Testament lesson at the 57th Presidential 
Inaugural Prayer Service in January 2013 at Washington National Cathedral, 
the official finale to the inauguration events. She went on to serve as a member 
of the 2016 Platform Committee for the Democratic National Convention 
and delivered the Invocation at the 2016 Democratic National Convention in 
Philadelphia. 
In 2010, Cynthia authored her first book, I’m a Piece of Work: Sisters Shaped  
by God. 



DUDLEY WOOD MACFARLANE ’77
White Hall, Virginia
macduds8@gmail.com
A native of Atlanta, Dudley has been a member of the University of North 
Carolina Honors Advisory Board and the board of Room to Read, an 
international children’s literacy program. She previously was a member of the 
board at the Ox Ridge Hunt Club in Darien and managed the Ox Ridge Charity 
Horse Show from 1989–2000.
Dudley is an avid equestrian and shows competitively in the northeast and 
mid-Atlantic states. Highlights of her riding career include numerous class wins 
at the Devon Horse Show, Pennsylvania National Horse Show, Washington 
International Horse Show, and the National Horse Show, and five consecutive 
years of being awarded Champion of the Amateur Owner Hunter Division for 
Zone One of the United States Equestrian Federation.

RACHEL NUÑEZ
Hollins University
rnunez@hollins.edu
Rachel is an associate professor of history and immediate past chair of the 
university faculty. She completed her B.A. at Rice University and her Ph.D. 
at Stanford University. Her research interests include the exploration of 19th 
century French feminist engagement with nationalism and imperialism. In 
addition to serving as chair of the faculty, Rachel has helped organize the 
Hollins Biennial Conference on Women and Leadership and the university’s 
annual Women’s History Month speaker. Among the courses she teaches 
are Modern Europe; Nations, States, and Violence; Women in Ancient and 
Medieval Europe; Women in Early Modern Europe; Women in Modern Europe; 
Revolutionary France; The Body and Sexuality in European History; Gender 
and Imperialism; 18th Century Europe: Enlightenment and Revolution; and 
History of Shopping: Gender and Consumer Culture.

SUZANNE ALLEN REDPATH ’69
New York, New York
suzyallenredpath@gmail.com
Suzy spent her entire professional career at CBS News, first with the CBS 
Evening News and then as the senior coordinating producer for 48 Hours. She 
won numerous awards during her career, including three Emmys. Along with 
CBS News she shared in one of broadcast journalism’s most coveted honors, 
the Alfred I. duPont Award from Columbia University. She covered a wide 
range of important national and international stories, including the 1980 Winter 
Olympics, Poland’s Solidarity movement, the democracy movement in China, 
the U.S. invasion of Panama, the first Persian Gulf War, 9/11, and Hurricane 
Katrina.
Suzy serves on the board of directors for the School of American Ballet, the 
feeder school for the New York City Ballet, and the International Women’s 
Media Foundation. She has also been associated with AFS, an exchange student 
organization. She has served as vice chair of the Hollins Board of Trustees  
since 2007.



SAVON SHELTON SAMPSON ’04
Glen Allen, Virginia
savonsampson@gmail.com
Savon graduated from Hollins with a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics. 
While at Hollins, she had the opportunity to intern in the office of admission 
and complete a summer internship at the New York Stock Exchange. After 
graduation, she served in a variety of buying/merchandising roles with 
increasing responsibility at Circuit City Stores, Inc., and Target Corporation. 
She is currently a marketing strategy leader and previously worked for True 
Health Diagnostics and McKesson Medical-Surgical developing solutions for 
laboratories in community hospitals and health systems. She is a member of the 
American Marketing Association and serves as a mentor to other marketers. 
She is also president of the Junior League of Richmond and serves on the board 
of the Henrico Education Foundation.

DARLA SCHUMM
Roanoke, Virginia
dschumm@hollins.edu 
Darla is the John P. Wheeler Professor of Religion at Hollins and serves as
chair of the university faculty. She received her B.A. in interdisciplinary
studies with concentrations in history, psychology, and women’s studies from
Goshen College, her M.A. in social ethics from the Pacific School of Religion
in Berkeley, California, and her Ph.D. in religion, ethics, and society from
Vanderbilt University.
Darla’s areas of expertise include world religions, religious ethics, social justice,
and disability studies. Her current research focuses on intersections between
religious studies and disability studies. She has numerous published articles and 
is the coeditor of four books on world religions and disability, most recently 
Disability and World Religions: An Introduction (Baylor University Press, 2016).
Darla currently chairs the Status Committee for People with Disabilities in the 
Profession for the American Academy of Religion. In 2013 Darla received the 
Hollins University Herta Freitag Faculty Legacy Award.

REILLY SWENNES ’20
Hollins University
swennesrm@hollins.edu
Reilly is president of the Student Government Association at Hollins. She has 
enjoyed a wide variety of opportunities provided to her through her Hollins 
education, from on-campus volunteering to study abroad. She has served as 
chair of the Honor, Conduct, and Appeals Board for two years, been an active 
member of the Hollins Activity Board for three years, and spent an additional 
year as liaison to the Alumnae Board in her role as Student Government 
Association Vice President. She has also completed internships during her 
semester abroad in London and at the Virginia House of Delegates last January. 
In addition to her semester in London, she has studied studio art and art history 
in Rome.
A political science major and history minor, Reilly is currently working to 
complete her final year of undergraduate studies in the hope of attending law 
school in the fall of 2020. She is a member of Omicron Delta Kappa and Pi 
Sigma Alpha honor societies, and has made the Dean’s List every semester. 



ALEXANDRA TROWER ’86
New York, New York
atrower@estee.com
Alex joined The Estée Lauder Companies as executive vice president, global 
communications, in 2008. In addition to serving as an executive officer of the 
company and on the executive leadership team, she is a founding member of 
the Inclusion and Diversity Committee and is an executive cosponsor of the 
company’s LGBTQA employee resource group. She oversees corporate, social, 
crisis, Lauder family, and philanthropic communications.
Alex is a member of the International Women’s Media Foundation Board of 
Directors, and The Estée Lauder Companies Charitable Foundation and The 
Secular Society, both of which are committed to supporting girls and women, 
with a focus on education. Alex is also a board trustee for the American Funds 
family, one of the largest mutual fund families in the U.S.
In 2018, Alex was presented one of the communications industry’s highest 
honors, the Matrix Award. Presented by New York Women in Communications, 
the award is given to extraordinary female leaders at the pinnacle of their 
careers.
Alex was elected chair of the Hollins Board of Trustees in 2018.


