
New Course Descriptions for Spring 2015 
Not Listed in 2014-2015 Catalog 

 
ART/INTL 250:  Special Topic – Global Architecture (4) Hendricks 
This course explores the development of global architectural styles and design beginning with prehistory and 
ending in the 21st century. It covers the Western tradition as well as works in the Islamic world, the pre-
Columbian Americas, Africa, China, Southeast Asia and Japan. The course will develop thematically focusing on 
significant issues in the analysis and interpretation of architecture of both Eastern and Western Cultures as well as 
that of indigenous peoples. By examining the stylistic, technical, historical, cultural, and aesthetic innovations in 
architectural design students will gain a deeper understanding of the importance of architecture within a global 
context. Students will analyze buildings and the built environment as the products of culture and in relation to the 
special problems of architectural design and the history of architecture, with an urbanist perspective that stresses 
the cultural and political context from which building arises. The course develops critical tools for the analysis 
and appreciation of architecture, for its role in the intellectual environment in which we conduct our lives. (AES) 
 
ENG 250:  Special Topic – Modern Fantasy Literature (4) Sullivan 
In Modern Fantasy Literature, we will examine the history and development of twentieth-century fantasy 
literature, consider the different types of fantasy literature (High Fantasy, Heroic/Muscle Fantasy, Animal 
Fantasy, Mythic Fantasy, Horror Fantasy, Christian Fantasy, etc.), take a brief look at some of the traditional 
literatures and beliefs out of which modern fantasy grew, and address the critical problems involving the nature of 
fantasy literature and the criteria for judging fantasy literature.  We will also discuss the phenomenal popularity of 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s hobbits and J.K. Rowling’s wizards, the current popularity of fantasy literature and film in 
general, and the reasons why J.R.R. Tolkien was voted “Most Important Author of the 20th Century” in two 
separate British polls.  Texts may include:* LeGuin - A Wizard of Earthsea, Burroughs - Tarzan of the Apes, King 
– Misery, Lewis - The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, Garner - The Owl Service, Hambly – Dragonsbane, 
Tolkien - The Hobbit, Datlow & Windling – Year’s Best Fantasy and Horror 
and more . . .*Substitutions happen. Not open to first-year students. 
 
FILM 250:  Special Topic – Screenwriting in the Professional World (4) Albaugh 
An in-depth online screenwriting that emphasizes, through lectures and guest professional writers/producers, the 
importance of the writer/producer relationship and how to navigate the world of professional screenwriting, 
whether studio or independent.  Students will also hone their traditional narrative screenwriting skills such as 
studying concept, story, structure, character, dialogue, description, theme and formatting.  
 
FREN 221P:  Accelerated Intermediate French (6) offered in Paris only 
Students will be provided language skills in order to be able to live and to interact with relative ease in daily 
situations in Paris.  Emphasis will be place on the ability to speak, while continually broadening students’ 
knowledge of vocabulary, grammar, French and Francophone culture and current events.  This class will also 
allow students, if they wish, to continue to take other courses in French after their semester abroad. 
 
FREN 327P:  French Culture and Society (4) offered in Paris only 
It is hard to think of a more different country from the USA within the Western Democratic world than France, 
Centralization vs. Federalism, the place of religion in society, the impact of feminism, the importance of literature 
and language in the national consciousness… There are many aspects that distinguish French culture from its 
American counterpart.  This class will focus on French culture specificities.  Students will study major historical 
periods and social and political movements that have shaped France and French society.  Students will become 
familiar with major figures of art, politics, and contemporary French culture.  The course will be taught in French 
and English, as needed and appropriate, with information reinforced through visits/field trips to museums, 
monuments, lectures and the theatre and film performances, as available. 
 
GPS/POLS 250: Special Topic – Politics & Society in the Caribbean (4)    Lynch 
The Caribbean is one of the most diverse areas in all the world. Independent nations, new nations, small islands, 
large islands, mainland nations and most of the world’s few remaining colonies are only part of the variety of this 



 

region. Linguistic and cultural diversity in the region is even greater. And even though the Caribbean is only a 
short flight away from most of the United States, few Americans learn much about it, other than what tourists 
learn. This course will provide a systematic and comprehensive look at the region, its people, its often-unique 
social arrangements, and its politics. The focus will be on the ways in which Caribbean nations make their way, 
and make their mark, in a world dominated by larger and stronger nations. Relations with the United States, 
Europe and elsewhere will also be examined.  
 
GREK 350:  Special Topic – Menander (4) Franko 
We shall translate and analyze two scripts ("Dyskolos" and "Samia") by the comic playwright Menander, one of 
the most popular and influential ancient Greek authors.  We shall also read in English the Roman adaptations of 
Menander by Plautus and Terence.  Prerequisite: 200-level Greek. 
 
GWS/SOC 350:  Special Topic – Radical Anti-Racism (4) Bracey 
This course asks: what, if anything, can be done to effectively resist racism? To address that question, the course 
examines theories, literature, and tactics of radical antiracist movements around the globe. The first part of the 
course considers the structural definition of racism that undergirds radical antiracism. The course then engages 
antiracist thought by tracing leaders' debates about appropriate goals, strategies, and tactics. The course concludes 
with a discussion of outcomes of radical antiracism for activists and the communities they defend. (GLO, MOD) 
 
HIST 350:  Special Topic – U.S. Social Movements (4) Donnally 
What is a social movement? How have people organized for change in the past? History of U.S. Social 
Movements will cover a variety of social movements of the past, from the abolitionist movement to prohibition 
and women’s suffrage, to the civil rights movement and more contemporary movements, including conservative 
social movements. As part of this course, students will develop a semester long research project focusing on the 
history of a social movement of their choosing, learn how to analyze effective organizing strategies, identify how 
social movements use media and lobbying to create change, and understand social movement’s influence on 
public policy and elections. 
 
POLS 250: Special Topic - Political Parties and Interest Groups (4)     Ra 
This course explores (1) the historical origin, development and the present state and future of the American 
political party system – the party-in-the electorate, party-in-the-government and the party organization, (2) the 
genesis of interest groups, their development, and expanding role in American politics, and (3) the question of 
how these two entities may be located in the superstructure of the theory of American democracy and the day-to-
day process of American governance. Among other topics, we will examine how the rapidly changing political 
environment characterized by the changing role of finance, technology, demography, and the internet culture 
influence the functions of these two important elements of the American political process. Prerequisite: POLS 
101, POLS 102, POLS 103, POLS 104, POLS 131 or permission. (A) 
 
POLS 350:  Special Topic – US Global Strategy (4) Lynch 
This senior seminar will explore what it means to be a “superpower”? Whether or not the United States is still a 
superpower is open to discussion. But it is undeniable that the United States has interests and aspirations in 
virtually every corner of the world, from the southern border to the South China Sea. Is it possible to develop a 
single set of goals and methods that will permit the U.S. to pursue its interests and fulfill its aspirations? This 
course will examine some of the prevailing theories of global strategy, and then analyze U.S. global interests, 
taking a regional approach. The goals will be to learn “How to be a Superpower” and to permit students to 
conclude whether or not the U.S. ought to be a superpower. 
 
THEA 240L:  Acting Shakespeare (4) offered in London only 
Acting Shakespeare is designed to help students create a toolbox that will aid them in effectively lifting 
Shakespeare’s words off the page and onto the stage.  Students will not only explore a focused approach to acting 
Shakespeare, but also develop a greater understanding of the text and character through performance.  
 
 



 

Courses with New Descriptions 
 

ART 328:  Paris in the Nineteenth Century – Studios and Styles (4) Hendricks 
This course explores how nineteenth-century Paris became the political, cultural, and artistic capital of the modern 
world. Academies and salons, cafés, cabarets and civic buildings will receive special attention in order to 
understand the firestorm of art movements that originated in the French capital.  Throughout, we will interrogate 
how social forces (including politics, gender, race, religion, etc.) influenced the manner in which “Modern” art 
was produced and understood in nineteenth-century France. Prerequisite: sophomore or permission. 
 


