
New Course Descriptions for Short Term 2015 
Not Listed in 2014-2015 Catalog 

 
SEM 1192:  Is There Order in Chaos? Schrementi 
In this course students will study how simple interactions can lead to complex and surprising results. We will 
learn basic techniques to analyze complicated biological, economic and social systems. The interactions among 
individuals and objects in the given setting will be our building blocks. Using NetLogo (a free computer 
simulation tool) we will investigate and model a variety of real world problems. Two examples we will consider 
are predator-prey populations and the social benefits of individuals being kind to one another. 
 
SEM 1193:  Wilderness Survival for the Modern World Bennett 
This course provides a unique and personal interactive learning experience helps students reflect on their 
leadership style, educational life and personal lives.   By learning the The Seven Priorities of Survival and the 
technical skills necessary to utilize them students will identify parallels existing between wilderness survival 
techniques, university life, personal life and growth, and ultimately the business world.  There is a course fee of 
$50 to cover materials, food and lodging. 
 
SEM 1194:  Getting to Know the Roanoke Valley: A January Term Primer Bohland 
Want to know more about the area where you go to university? This course is part of a broader project designed to 
get students to know about the entertainment, cultural, recreational, and culinary scenes within the Greater 
Roanoke Valley. Students will work throughout the semester designing and publishing a new website designed 
for Hollins students focused on the Roanoke Valley. Students will be expected to go into the community, meet 
and speak with local business owners and groups, and to write reviews online about their experiences. Web 
experience and car availability is absolutely not required for course registration, but it is highly valued.  
 
SEM 1195:  Praxis Math Skills & Strategies Levering 
This course is designed to help pre-service teachers prepare for the Praxis® Core Mathematics test. It is a hybrid 
course requiring both in-class and online participation. Students will open the term with a practice Praxis® exam 
to determine their baseline level. Topics covered will include Number Sense, Algebra and Functions, Geometry, 
and Statistics and Probability. Students will improve math skills in these areas while learning strategies for 
success on the Praxis® Core Mathematics exam. Students will be required to take the Praxis® Core Academic 
Skills for Educators test as part of the course. 
 
SEM 1196:  Think It, Ink It, Bind It Anderson 
Make your own comic books, graphic novels, zine, and all those fun things! In this class students will learn how 
to make prints that will be incorporated into book formats. We will learn about the mechanics and terminology of 
books and how to design and bind them. Students will also be introduced to three different printmaking processes 
that will be used for the imagery in their books. We will visit the Rare Book Collection, learn about the history of 
books and take a fieldtrip to a local print shop.   
 
SEM 1197:  History of Hollins and its Social Movements Bracey/Donnally 
Why are some aspects of Hollins’ history forgotten? This course offers students opportunities to discover and 
influence the history of Hollins University. After reviewing the fundamentals of public history and strategies of 
social change, the class will create a smart technology application based on research of Hollins campus. Possible 
objects of study include campus artifacts, buildings, artistic representations, etc. Then students will use library 
resources to investigate social change movements at Hollins. Possible topics include: racial integration, GLBTQ 
inclusion and progress, the feminist movement, etc. Each group will create a museum quality feature display at 
Wyndham Library based on their study of the movement of their choice. 
 

 
 
 



 

Courses with New Descriptions 
SEM 1029:  On BS Downey 
This course is on Bull***t.  That’s right, “Bull***t”!  Once upon a time, at a school that shall remain unnamed, a 
professor said to me “Well, that’s just what there is everywhere, isn’t it?  It’s in your classes and your teaching as 
well as mine.” Hmm. Ok, in this class BS will exist, yes.  It will consist of our referring to the BS that apparently 
goes on in that guy’s class!  Hopefully, we, ourselves, won’t rely on any BS.  Our aim is to identify it, in all of its 
numerous forms, to recognize it for what it is (the name says it all!) and thereby to avoid it in our own thinking.  
 
SEM 1050:  Jazz Cinema Anderson 
Both jazz and film are 20th century art forms, and the two genres are intertwined in many ways. There are films 
about jazz musicians both real and fictive, films with jazz scores, and films with jazz themes of every sort. 
 
SEM 1114:  Photography: The Scanner as Camera Sulkin 
In this seminar, you will be making high quality and sophisticated imagery with scanners using the digital 
photography lab in the VAC. You will be working with a variety of materials from found objects, family 
photographs, your own artwork, and appropriated images from texts or magazines to create photographic-based 
art. You will learn to use certain controls in Photoshop to control and enhance your imagery. The class will also 
be viewing the work of photographers/artists who have begun to work and exhibit with this technique. No 
previous experience needed- just a desire to experiment and create! Daily meetings, additional work outside of 
class, and final portfolio.  Lab fee – Approximately $150.00. 
 
SEM 1177:  Draw/Sculpt/Paint the Portrait Schweitzer 
This class will focus on one of the most enduring subjects in representational art: the portrait. Through sculpting, 
drawing and painting we explore the planes of the face and the expressive possibilities of our features while 
mastering the anatomical structure of the human head. No experience with drawing, painting or sculpting is 
required! 
 
TRIP 1033:  Advanced Research in the Caribbean Godard 
Students in this January Short Term Course will be involved in establishing permanent monitoring sites and 
developing a methodology that will be used to estimate coral abundance and health in relationship to abundance 
patterns of critical herbivores:  black sea urchins (Diadema antillarum) and parrotfish (Scarus and Sparisoma 
spp).  Data from these sites will then be gathered and will serve as baseline for future surveys by Hollins students 
in subsequent years.  Students will present their findings from this baseline work at venues such as Science 
Seminar and perhaps other regional meetings.  Because of the nature of the work, enrollment is limited to students 
that have already conducted research in the Caribbean.   
 


