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Guest Artist Confirmations for Summer 2008

Guest Atrtistswho visit campus
during our summer session are
one of the most important
advantages the playwriting
program at Hollins has to offer.

Our playwrights have the
unique opportunity to meet and
work with some of the most
important people in new play
development today. Our
students interact with top
notch professionals as
colleagues and mentors in an
environment more like that
encountered in a theatre than
in a classroom.

With the summer session less
than a month away, we are
able to confirm an impressive
slate of guests for 2008.

There isndt

of their impressive
accomplishments and
credentials, however if you

follow the URL at the bottom,
you will be able to get their full
bios and the most current
information on both faculty and
visiting speakers. The MySpace
page will provide up to the
minute information on topics
and events.

Our guests for this summer, in
order of their arrival on campus,
are:

Toby Hussfilm and stage actor

Jeff Goode playwright, actor,
director, producer

Cheryl Snodgrassdirector

Randy Rollisonactor, director,
artistic director, producer

Paul Meshejian artistic director

r o oehPlayPenn & Philadelphia s

Lucy Thurberplaywright
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Don LaPlant playwright

Bonnie Metzgar playwright
director, producer, dramaturg,
artistic director of AboutFace
Theatre in Chicago

Celise Kalke artistic associate
and dramaturg for the Alliance
Theatre in Atlanta

Michael Kerry Williamsartistic
director of Young Audiences of
Virginia

Cindy PetersenRoanoke

regional director of Young
Audiences of Virginia

In addition to speaking in the
Lab, guests will also give a
variety of workshops and
participate side by side with our
students in various events
iftlliding Overnight Sensations
and No Shame theatre.

http://www.hollins.edu/grad/playwriting/faculty.html

Student Spotlight: Timothy Cochran

Timothy Cochraris currently an
Assistant Professor of Theatre
at Holyoke Community College
and has a diverse educational

and grtg;‘%s,iopa bagkggoynd jn a0bthei mission that Tim

theatre’and communication.
Tim is dedicated to the idea
that a playwright must have
experiential learning in every
aspect of the medium for which
he writes.

ol believe
collaborative art and it seems
that Hollins is committed to

t his
told us. ol
theatre generalist, having
worked professionally in the
theatre as an actor, artistic
director, designer, master
carpenter, director, and
educator . o

Cochran is the founder of his
own nonyprofit organization
dedicated to making positive
changes in communities using
drama. The company was to
rely on original plays created by
members of the ensemble. It
was in struggling with this part

determined to learn all he
could about playwriting. He
chose the MFA program at
Hollins to get that much
needed training.

Ti ol

m said,

hadnot URCRGpran, ,

t h e ain finding a ptaywaiting program

that matched my rigid schedule.
The sixweek intensive structure

phi |l os op h yisagperfecivfit forime ldecatlise of
¢ omy slasick eta develgpsmg Writing a

and achieve my ultimate goal to
create a theatre that produces
new work in Western
Massachusetts. o6

Wedre very pleased
Tim to the Playwrig
Wedre also committe

himfiand each of our other MFA
candidatesiachieve their
personal, professional, artistic,
and academic goals.

Wedre confident
his voice benefit from our
program, but so too will his own
students and the artists that his
work will help encourage for years
to come.

http://www.myspace.com/

uck
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2008 Norfolk Southern Festival of New Works Features

The Norfolk Southern Festival
of New Workshas been a
tradition at Mill Mountain
Theatre for 18 years, thanks to

performances with a second
new script, Splitting Heirs
written by Freyda Thomas and
directed by Mill Mountain

the generous underwriting of Theatreds Arti
Norfolk Southern Railroad. Patrick Benton.

The 2008 offering included the  Both productions were

world premier of MFA performed on the Waldron

pl aywright Maur 8tag€ andpdednahydfsthe
Dreamtime. same cast members.

The riveting scriptisinspiredby 01t 6s a ficti o
the real life murders of two asks how coul d

married Dartmouth professors
by a pair of teeraged boys. his path, o

. . play, which examines the
The production was directed by

Todd Ristau, who is both the
director of the
and Literary Associate for Mill
Mountain Theatre. Dreamtime
was performed in repertory
fashion, alternating

the protago

A BB e GBS

a wonderful couple who had
devoted their lives to teaching

Camp

aywrightds

Dreamtime , by Maura Campbell

and to young people...itis as
much an exploration of what
makes life precious and worth

l'iving, no matt
The cast of the two plays were
al most all me mb

Equity. The murdered couple
were played with warmth and
passion by veteran actors Chris
O6Carrol |l
two boys were played by
members of Mill Mountain
Theatreds i
Keller and Matthew Harris.
Lucinda McDermott and Steven
Gibbs performed multiple roles
as the ensemble.

The innovative set design, which
accentuated the expressionistic
elements of the text, was
created by Mill Mountain
Theatreds
Jimmy Ray Ward. Sound design
was provided by Tim Stanley.

There is no substitute for what a
playwright can learn about their
work in a full production with
professional actors. Maura told
us, o0Just
through the play and listening to
them talk about it among
themselves, and asking me
guestions allows me to do the

fantasies have led him so far off

homicides with one of the killers

and J

nter
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more refined work on my play.

There really is no other way for
me to do that. There is nothing
like having committed actors

and a director sit in a room and

residefhy ofbf Suér Jolirfvbras to

make you understand what it is

youdre trying to di
needs to go. 6
0...structurally c¢

havi ngoft haer raecsttdiRusmokéedaeda s ¢

Times review by Jeff DeBell

stic Director
nalized story that
a boyos

bell says of the
ni st. oBut, it S
Lab

a love story, in a way. This was

http://www.roanoke.com/extra/wb/161369


http://viewmorepics.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=viewImage&friendID=216200552&albumID=629824&imageID=11649896

