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March/April 2008 Barhoppers Series Featured Short Play by Kenley Smith

Barhoppersis the 17 year old
brainchild of Offstage Theatre
in Charlottesville, Va. The
premise is simple: locally
written, produced, acted and
directed short plays set in and
then perfor med
right: mixed drinks and mixed
up characters, humor and
hangovers, craziness and
cranberry based cocktails.

The plays are short, usually
around 10 minutes in length
(about 6 plays each night). Add
to the mix some local music

Samantha Macheris a New

Yorker by birth and a Virginian
since 1989. A graduate of the
University of Virginia in
Religious Studies she has
pursued playwriting, since she
was 17 years old.

Her first production wasHow
About That!a musical in one
act she wrote, scored, directed,
produced and played piano for
as the main Fall season
production at her high school in
2003.

Since that initial foray into
writing for the stage, Sam has
had 4 plays produced through

flavor, the wonderful people at
the Byers St. Bistro, for an
amazingly good night of art in
the valley.

The show featuredThe Barfly

K, by QI opruMFA piayyriphy, RIS

Kenley Smith.

Past Barhoppers events have
included work by Tina Fey,
Doug Grissom, William Rough,
Laura Quinn, Joel Jones and
many others.

Offstage is dedicated to new
plays in nontraditional spaces.

Student Spotlight: Samantha Macher

piece about a mildly
dysfunctional (but amusing)
family that may or may not
have been based on personal
experience.

Folks Like Yowvas given a
studio production in the UVA
Department of
Theatre this month. It might
seem unusual for a Religious
Studies major to receive a full
production in the drama
department, but Samantha is
not your usual student.

She has completed several
independent studies in
playwriting under the
instruction of professor Doug
Grissom, and the production is
the culmination of that guided
study in writing for the stage.

Samantha has only been
writing plays for a couple of
years, 6 Doug
his former
lot to learn but already has a

the WV dramia depart@ent L aghirky driginal voice, and |

under the guidance of Doug
Grissom, UVA's head of

think a unique talent. She

o
QUALITY
SKETCH COMEDY
with live music
MARCH 30th & 31st
APRIL 6th & Tth

Nusic ot 7:00 « Show starts at 7230 A
$5individuals / $§couples

http://www.offstagetheatre.org/

The play, and this production,
bear out
having received the 2008 Clay E.
Delauney, Jr. Award given
annually for an original play
written during the current
academic year at UVA.

DSarfatAadssa foth@lihgember

and President of the Leonard D.
Grissom Playwriting Society, UVA's
playwriting club, named for
Professor Grissom. She also
helped draft its constitution and
organized its first annual festival
of short pieces. She also writes
and performs stand up comedy,
participating in the 2008 National
College Comedy Competition in
the Nation®s

At UVA, Sam took her first college
playwriting class just because it
sounded like fun, but working

with Doug Grissom led her to
investigate playwriting as a
lifelong pursuit. Doug
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Courses and Events Listing for Summer 2008

The

finalized the summer schedule
for 2008. We O r
forward to our new students
and visiting fa
what theydve go
forward to:

THEA 501 Playwright's Lafal)
Ristau MW 710PM

THEA 505 The Collaborative
Art of Theatre (4) Ristau WF 9
12

THEA 510 Playscript Analysis
and Criticism(4) Ristau WF 1
4

THEA 511 Dramaturgy)
Brown TTH 14

Pl ay whas ght 6 SHERA 828 Narrative Theory and

Dramatic Structure(4) Dorf TTH
241 ooking

CHEA pSY Special, Topics B
f’lays(vrging:I Tgegtke for Young
Audiences(4) Dorf (Section A)
WF 14

THEA 550 Special Topics in
Playwriting: Theatre for Young
Audiences(4) Dorf (Section B)
TTH 912

Course descriptions available in
the graduate catalog, or online
at the program website under
the link for Summer 2008
Courses.

June 16:Opening Reception

(No Lab)

June 18:Lab: Introductions,
including 5 minute shorts by
students

June 20:7-9: Joint presentation
with Film and Playwriting by Jeff
Goode and Toby Huss

11: No Shame Theatre

June 21:2-4: Jeff Goode writing
workshop

7-9: Reading ofLove
Loves a Pornographerat Mill
Mountain Theatre, featuring
Toby Huss and directed by
Cheryl Snodgrass

June 23: 2-4: Jonathan Dorf
Final Draft Tutorial

Lab: Jeff Goode talk

June 25: Lab: Student Reading:
Samantha Macher

June 27: 7-9: Student Reading:
Maura Campbell

11: No Shame Theatre

June 28:2-4: Randy Rollison:
Arts Management Presentation
(30 Campbell Ave. Space)

7-9: Student Reading:
Sunny daSilva

June 29: Trip to Blackfriars
Theatre for a performance of
Twelfth Night (stopping at
Foamhenge on the way)

June 30:Lab: Paul Meshejian
talk

July 2:Lab: Student Reading:
Kenley Smith

July 4: 7-9: Student Reading:
Andrew McGinn

11: No Shame Theatre

July 5:2-4: Joan Ruelle
Mentoring Workshop

7-9: Student Reading:
Kris Knutsen

July 7:Lab: Celise Kalke talk

July 9:Lab: Student Reading:
Jayne Benjulian

July 11:7-8:30 Overnight
Sensations Opening Reception
at Mill Mountain Theatre.

11: No Shame Theatre

July 12: 8-12: Overnight
Sensations writers & directors
meet to discuss scripts and
make any needed changes.

12-6: Rehearsals begin
6: Tech Rehearsal
8-10: Performances
10:30-midnight: Party
July 14: Lab: Lucy Thurber talk

July 16: Lab: Student Reading:
Erin Allen

July 17:Michael Williams talk
(Artistic Director of Young
Audiences of Virginia)

July 18:7-9: Student Reading:
Neeley Gossett

11: No Shame Theatre

July 19: 2-4: Workshop with
Bonnie Metzgar

7-9: Student Reading:
Adam Hahn

July 21:Lab: Bonnie Metzgar
talk

July 23:Lab: Student Reading:
Tim Cochran

July 25:7-9: Goodbye Reception
11: No Shame Theatre
July 26: Checkout

Events calendar subject to
change.

http://www.hollins.edu/grad/playwriting/courses.html



