
Student readings, production 

opportunities, and internships 

will be important parts of the 

experience. 

M.F.A. candidates take courses 

in the following focus areas: 

Critical Analysis, Creative 

Writing Workshops, Advanced 

Writing Workshops, Playwright's 

Lab, and Thesis. 

A final, comprehensive exam is 

required, but no language 

exam. 

Summer 2007 guests will be 

detailed in upcoming issues. 

Hollins University has had a 

tradition of excellence in 

creative writing since it was 

first founded by Charles Lewis 

Cocke in 1842.   In addition to 

its world renown programs in 

poetry, fiction, childrenõs 

literature , screenwriting and 

film studies, the university has 

approved a new MFA program 

in playwriting set to launch next 

month. 

The program has been 

designed by Todd Ristau, 

himself a distinguished 

graduate of the Iowa 

Playwrightõs Workshop and the 

first from that program to be 

produced on Londonõs West 

End since Tennessee Williams. 

Ristau says of his design, òI 

wanted to incorporate 

everything I liked best about 

the program at Iowañthe 

contact with visiting guest 

artists of the highest caliber, 

the freedom to find your own 

voice and pursue your own 

interests, the highest quality 

instruction from top notch 

faculty members.  I also 

wanted to incorporate a strong 

commitment to creating a 

supportive artistic  community 

based on cooperation rather 

than competition, peer 

mentoring, and aggressive 

advocacy of student work in the 

professional arena before 

graduation.ó 

The program is different from 

other traditional MFA programs 

in many ways.  The program is 

in session for only six weeks 

each summer, from mid-June 

to the end of July, and takes 4-

5 summers to complete the full 

60 credit hours required for the 

degree.   

Instead of a single cohort  

taking 3 years to pass through 

the program, each summer will 

see a new group of students 

arrive, with the previous yearõs 

students acting as peer 

mentors, creating a genuine 

workshop retreat environment  

with the greatest possible 

variety of voices, perspectives, 

diversity, and experience levels. 

MFA Program in Playwriting approved for launch!  

Faculty Profile: Stephen Sossaman  

Stephen Sossaman wrote the  

the widely used textbook 

Writing Your First Play.  

He is also an accomplished 

poet and fiction writer whose 

stories and poems have 

appeared in Paris Review, 

Southern Humanities Review, 

and other journals. In addition 

to teaching at Hollins, Stephen 

is emeritus professor of English 

at Westfield State College in 

Massachusetts, where he 

taught playwriting, creative 

writing, and literature before 

retiring early to write plays of 

his own.   

He has also worked with the 

Veteran's Education Project in 

Amherst, and collaborated on  

the Vietnam Veteran's 

Memorial Fund's film Echoes 

from the Wall.  

Stephen is currently the 

facilitator of the Playwrights 

Lab at LiveArts theatre in 

Charlottesville and very active 

with the Earl Hamner Theatre's 

annual Playwright's 

Conference.  

Stephenõs most recent 

production was Dostoevsky and 

Rykova at Play On Theatre in 

Charlottesville. 
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Special points of interest:  

Deadline for 

applications fast 

approaching!  Please 

contact Cathy Koon in 

the Hollins University 

Graduate Center ASAP 

if you plan to enroll for 

the Summer 2007 

session! 

Confirmed guests for 

2007 include Ruth 

Margraff, Morgan 

Jenness, Melanie 

Joseph, Patrick 

Benton, and Mac 

Wellman! 

Students in the Playwrightõs Lab 

at Hollins University are able to 

take advantage of experiential 

learning opportunities such as  No 

Shame Theatre, with venues in 

major theatre centers around the 

United States. 
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tremendous honor to be given 

permission to workshop and 

produce this extraordinary new 

work and to also have the 

playwright in residence during 

the rehearsal process. 

The Third Wish has among its 

cast members MFA playwriting 

candidate Kenley Smith, who will 

be learning about new play 

development from the inside by 

playing Gambler Number Two. 

The Festival also includes two 

staged readings: Same Egg by 

Lisa Schlesinger, and Am I Black 

Enough, Yet? by Clinton 

Johnston.  

Same Egg will feature 

performances by Hollins 

undergraduate theatre major 

Sunshine Manderbach and 

Hollins Playwrightõs Lab director 

Todd Ristau, who is also Literary 

Associate for Mill Mountain 

theatre and helped in the 

redesign of the festival this year. 

Heidi Hostetler, another Hollins 

Undergrad in the theatre 

department, stage manages the 

reading and helped coordinate 

rehearsals.  She will also run the 

lights and sound for the reading. 

Am I Black Enough, Yet? 

includes participation from the 

Earl Hamner Jr. Theatre in 

Nelson County Virginia and is 

The Norfolk Southern Festival 

of New Works at Mill Mountain 

Theatre has a nearly two 

decades long tradition of 

offering Roanoke audiences 

some of the best and most 

exciting new plays you will see 

this side of Off-Broadway.  In 

fact, many of the plays 

premiered at this festival have 

gone on to be published and 

produced in major professional 

theatres around the world. 

The festival is underwritten by 

Norfolk Southern Railroad, and 

this year is offering a series of 

events surrounding the process 

of launching and creating new 

work including staged readings, 

roundtable discussions and 

performances.  The festival will 

run on the Waldron Stage April 

27 through May 12, 2007. 

The main event of the Norfolk 

Southern Festival of New 

Works is the new works. This 

year, Mill Mountain Theatre will 

be presenting The Fever Chart: 

Three Short Visions of the 

Middle East, by Naomi Wallace, 

and The Third Wish, by Todd 

Ristau. The two shows will be 

presented in a repertory style. 

Naomi Wallace, profiled on the 

next page, is considered one of 

the most important  playwrights 

writing today and it  is a 

Norfolk Southern Festival of New Works  
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Kenley Smith, (second from left) 

takes the stage with New York 

Equity Actor Andrew Platner and 

others in Ristauõs The Third Wish. 
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directed by Chris Baumer of 

Charlottesville.  The play was 

first convieved as a series of  

short pieces performed as part 

of Black History Month at No 

Shame Theatre in 

Charlottesville.   

Five panel discussions on writing 

and producing new work will 

also be presented. The panel 

discussions will occur on April 4, 

11, 18, 25 and May 2 at 12:15 

pm on the Trinkle Main Stage. 

The panel discussions are 

meant to provide some 

education about the process of 

presenting new plays. 

Panels include the playwrights 

for the two festival productions, 

their directors, cast members,  

designers, Playwrightõs Lab 

guest instructor Stephen 

Sossaman, Mill Mountain 

Theatreõs Education Director Pat 

Wilhelms, Artistic Director 

Patrick Benton, and also Maryke 

Barber who has an extensive 

background in dramaturgy and 

who has worked in Mill 

Mountain Theatreõs literary 

office. 

For more information please 

visit www.millmountain.org 

Sunshine Manderbach and Todd 

Ristau acted in the staged reading 

of Same Egg, by Lisa Schlesinger. 


