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New Award Pays Homage to the Memory of Film Professor Klaus
Phillips

Roanoke, Va. — Two friends and colleagues of the founding director of Hollins
University’s graduate programs in screenwriting and film studies are honoring his memory by

establishing a monetary award in his name.

Hal Ackerman, co-chair of the graduate screenwriting program at UCLA, and Tim
Albaugh, a member of the UCLA screenwriting faculty who was recently named the new
director of Hollins’ master of arts (M.A.) and master of fine arts (M.F.A.) programs in
screenwriting and film studies, have created The Klaus Phillips/UCLA Screenwriting Award in
tribute to the professor of film and internationally recognized film scholar who passed away in

October 2011.

“Each year, a $1,000 award will be made to a student participating in the summer M.A.
or M.F.A program in screenwriting and film studies who writes a screenplay that best
exemplifies the joyous, courageous, independent spirit that emanated from Klaus Phillips,” said
Albaugh, who along with Ackerman has been a member of the screenwriting and film studies

faculty at Hollins for several years.

“For nearly three decades, Klaus shared his passion for and vast knowledge of film with
countless undergraduate and graduate students,” Albaugh added. “Thanks to his tireless
dedication, the summer master’s programs continually feature noted scholars, filmmakers, and

screenwriters from around the world.”



Born in Munich, Germany, Phillips joined the Hollins faculty in 1984 and started the
university’s M.A. program in screenwriting and film studies in 1999. The M.F.A. program was
launched in 2005. The programs offer courses of study in the writing of screenplays and the

study of the history, aesthetics, and theory of the art of film.

Classes take place for six weeks each summer and students typically complete their

graduate degree in three years.
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