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Courtney Chenette, a third year at
Pace University School of Law, was
honored with the Justice for Women
Award, given for her commitment
to domestic violence issues and
women'’s rights.

‘I feel very empowered’

Courtney Chenette was a victim of sexual assault as a teenager. Now the

Pace third year is providing support for others in need.

he national statistics are stagger-

ing. One in five students report

being physically or sexually abused

by a dating partner in a survey of

ninth through 12th graders. Women

ages 16 to 24 experience the highest

per capita rate of intimate partner vio-

lence — triple the national average. Two in

three teens do not tell anyone and tend to

interpret the violence as “signifying love,”
studies report.

And everyones experience is unique,
says Courtney Chenette, a third year at
Pace University School of Law in White
Plains, N.Y., and an advocate for domes-
tic violence, sexual assault and women’s
rights issues.

For Chenette, it was a traumatic expe-
rience of sexual assault as a teenager that

motivated her to dedicate her life to advo-
cating for young survivors of violence.
Chenette found that she — like most
survivors of sexual assault — lacked the
resources needed to effectively navigate the
legal system.

“Experiencing violence doesn't just rep-
resent one area of your life,” she said. “It
affected my education, my personal rela-
tionships with family and friends and the
way [ felt about myself. I found myself
wanting to provide that support for others
in need.”

As an undergraduate student at Hollins
University in Roanoke, Va., she became
involved in direct client services for victims
of sexual assault at a women’s center. After
working as a paralegal during college, she
decided to take her advocacy to the next
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level — law school.

The law has given her the toolbox to
help people affected by domestic violence
and sexual assault, she said.

For the past two summers she interned
at Day One, a nonprofit organization that
provides legal services to young survivors
of domestic violence in all five New York
City boroughs. Day One’s clients are all
under the age of 24, and include many
young mothers and minors under the age
of 18. The organization primarily assists
clients with orders of protection, but is
also involved in all tangential family court
work, including custody and child support
cases, education law, and some criminal
advocacy.

Chenette said Day One has a really high
client volume, and part of the mission is
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to educate. Community outreach coor-
dinators are involved in this to preempt
violence as well as identify when a student
might be having an issue with violence.

“Outreach and education is what
is going to make communities safer for
young people,” she said. “It starts with a
dialogue about self-respect. It doesn’t just
start when you are 18.”

Last spring, Chenette also participat-
ed in the Family Court Legal Program
externship through Pace’s Women’s Justice
Center. The externship included course-
work in Family Law and Children and the
Law, and allowed her to work directly with
clients under the supervision of Women’s
Justice Center attorneys at the Yonkers and
White Plains Family Courts.

“Walking into court can be overwhelm-
ing for a law student,” she said. “It’s expo-
nentially more overwhelming when you're
entering the court system as a survivor
of violence — especially when you’re a
young person.”

Jennifer Cranstoun, an attorney with
the Family Court Legal Program, super-
vised Chenette during her externship, and

Study i

says this area of law is completely different
from, say, tax law.

“When you're dealing with families in
crisis, it’s only natural that you would feel
the effects,” she said. “But the great thing
about this type of work... it’s very posi-
tive because you're helping to effect change
and empower people. I think there are
some people that are naturally cut out for
this work.”

And, she says, Chenette is one of them.

“She is extremely passionate and kind,”
Cranstoun said. “She’s a good listener, but
someone that can actively make someone
feel better when they are in crisis.”

Chenette was 2011’s recipient of the
Justice for Women Award, given annu-
ally to a current Pace law student who suc-
cessfully completed the Center’s Family
Court Legal Program externship. Criteria
include commitment to domestic violence
issues and women’s rights, public interest
law, diversity, and scholarship. She is also a
Dean’s Scholar and a Presidential Scholar.

Chenette said Pace Law School has been
incredibly supportive of students who want
to make social change.
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in London This Summer
May 22—-June 13, 2012

Like Cranstoun, Chenette also considers
Randolph McLaughlin, a Pace law profes-
sor and attorney, as another great men-
tor. She is currently a law clerk at his firm
Newman Ferrara LLP.

“I’ve been fortunate to have several
mentors in my law school career who have
demonstrated how to turn a passion for
social change into a successful and long-
lived legal career,” she said.

Chenette is keeping an open mind
about career options after graduating,
but said her ultimate goal is to do social
justice work and make her community a
better place.

For her, it has been incredibly motivat-
ing to know she can be that care, support
and resource that she didn’t have when she
needed it. And it’s still important for her to
share her story.

“It doesn’t just happen to certain kinds
of people,” she said. “Helping other
women who experience violence has been
both a challenge and a calling every step
of the way. I feel very empowered to be in
a place in my life where I can give back to
that community.”

Earn four credits toward your J.D. by taking two classes in London this summer. New York
Law School’s expert faculty, supplemented by academics and lawyers from abroad, will cover
a variety of subjects from an international perspective, such as:

¢ International Corporate and Financial Services Law
e International Intellectual Property

Externships may be available in New York after the program.
Learn more about this exciting opportunity at www.nyls.edu/london.
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¢ Law of the European Union
¢ Real Estate Transactions in a Global Marketplace
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