AHomosexual s Can
by Emily Campbell 012
In the wake of the Haitian discrimination based on sexual
earthquake, the impending anti orientation has notbeen a

-gay legislation in Uganda takes priority until now, when

on anew resonance. Hatti is speaking out against

widely known to be the poorest homophobia may soon be a
country in the Westem criminal offense. Rather, during
hemisphere but has received the Bush administration these
litle intemational attention; contacts were used to push an
now that catastrophe has abstinence agenda that

struck and aid is being offered, discouraged condom use in the
thereisalackofpre  -existing face of an HIV/AIDS epidemic.
infrastructure to support it. US conservatives have
Similarty, prior to this new characterized Uganda as an
Ugandan legislation, it was Alfrican stronghold for traditional
already legal to imprison Christian, Westem values, and
homosexuals for up to 14 years itis the recent efforts of

in Uganda, yet despite evangelicalgay -reformists that
numerous U.S. contacts with set the stage for a bill proposing
the govermment, addressing the death penalty for

Working at a Rape Crisis Center

As | perched nervously in the
waiting room, the woman
next to me sobbed into her
phone. The defense attorney
had intimidated her into
dropping the charges. | had
prepared myself mentally for
this type of thing; | was
interviewing for an internship

at a rape crisis center. |
figured that a woman crying
in the waiting area was par
for the course.

| could not have been more
wrong. After working there
for nine months, | can attest
that laughter was more
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common at the Cleveland
Rape Crisis Center than
tears. CRCC is a place of
healing, growth, and
warmth. The men and
women who work there
know the importance of
bringing light into a
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Faculty and Alumnae News

Faculty

T Michelle Abate, Assistant Professor of English, had two art
Heart in Recent History: Mar k Twainds O6Hell fire Hotchkiss,® the Massacr
Di me Western ForAmericanditeiarpRetllre , and, fATaking SilJmness Serio

Hensonds The Muppet -Smewi,came Amgdioti on of NonsensThe and Cu

Journal of Popular Culture . Professor Abate also took a group of her summer graduate students of
children's literature to present papers at the Mid - Atlantic Popular and American Culture Association

Conference in Boston. The panel was titled fAWhen Girls Wildl Be Boys:

Literature and Childhood Culture," and presentations were based on final research papers written for
her course on Tomboyism in Children's Literature.

1 Pauline Kaldas, Assistant Professor of English, had the second edition of her co -edited book,
Dinarzaddés Children: An Anthology of Coubliskethpyoghe ary Ar ab
University of Arkansas Press. Her short story, AA Game
issue of Callaloo (Volume 32, No 4).

Alumnae

1 Meredith Harper '05, graduates with an MS in dietetics and nutrition from Florida International
University this spring. Upon graduation she will start her dietetic internship and take the RD exam to
become a Registered Dietitian. In the meantime, she is president of the graduate student dietetics
association, writes a daily nutrition blog (PursuingBalance.com), and interns for Mitzi Dulan,
America's Nutrition Expert and author of the All Pro Diet .

9 Victoria Crump 06, is an '09 -'10 Associate Instructor at Indiana University Bloomington and is
working on her PhD in Gender Studies with a concentration in Sexualities, Desires, and Identities.
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She will also be presenting artwork for the April 9 -10, 2010, I nterdisciplinary Confe
Borders, and Resistance in the African Diasporao at I ndiana

f Hilary Dubose 605, is interning at the World Food Progr amme
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AiThis has been my favorite class and | cané6t wait to

il | oved the i deabaosfeda cdliasscsu.s sMyonf avorite topic was on

il really enjoyed the activism plan projects. I think that

activism. o
ilt should be required that at a womenés college you take
Amazing experience!o

ilt is theomesitngyeourse | 6ve ever taken. Everyone sho
Joan Ruelle, Director of the Wyndham Robertson Library and Instructor in GWS, will be teaching Intro to GWS
this spring, T/Th 8:50  -10:20. Introduction to GWS is offered every semester and fulfills the DIV requirement.
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April 22-24, 2010 = Roanoke, Virginia
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The upcoming Gender, Bodies and Technology conference, scheduled for April 22

-24, 2010, at the historic

Hotel Roanoke will showcase scholarship that explores the role of technologies, broadly defined, in
constructing, reinforcing and destabilizing gendered bodies. The topics that will be explored include, but are by
no means limited to: new media and feminist aesthetics; gendered in/security and technologies of

surveillance; technologies of development and eco

deployment of technologies.

-feminism; and the gendered production, design and

For more information about conference registration and accommodations, please contact: Dinah Girma,

Virginia Tech Conference Registrar at dinah@vt.edu

Professor Jill Weber shares her research on Rhetoric, Family, and the US

Culture Wars

How do you define "family"? If you

have ever taken a Gender and
Women's Studies class (or a class

with me) then you know that this
guestion -and the answers it invites -
are the foundation for a roughly fifty
year "culture war" in American
society. That's right, for more than
fifty years, conservatives and liberals
have debated about how the federal
government should define “family"
and which values the government
should endorse. Your first response
may be: "Why would politicians
waste so much time debating these
issues? What's the big deal?" The
answer: because the definition of
"family" has significant legal and
social implications for all Americans.
The way mainstream society defines
"family" shapes the rights and
responsibilities family units and
individual family members possess. It
also defines what types of families
"count” as legitimate, recognized
family units. To put it more simply,
the nation's definition of "family”
influences who qualifies for tax
breaks, public assistance,
immigration, and even financial aid.
When you think about the impact the
definition of "family" has on
Americansdé daily
clear why politicians spend so much
time debating this issue.
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The significance of this topic may also
give you a sense of why my research
is centered on this subject. 'm a
rhetorical critic, which means that |
am interested in the way that people
use symbols to influence thought and
action. | also have a background in
women's studies and am interested in
issues related to gender, race, class,
and sexuality. My research on the
“culture wars" allows me to bring
together both interests to explore
how conceptions of gender, race,

put it more

igration,

class, and sexuality are implicated in
debates about U.S. family policy. In
my current project, | am exploring
the political arguments that defined,
redefined, or otherwise transformed
the meaning of "family” and related
terms in debates over welfare reform
in the 1960s, women's rights in the
1970s and 1980s, and same sex
marriage in the 1990s and 2000s. |
also analyze the underlying ideologi-
cal worldviews that gave rise to and

| i vshaped thiose politieakcagumerts and

explore the implications of these
debates for family policy and, by

simply,

and

extension, the American family itself.

As you can imagine, researching and
writing about fifty years of debates

can be time -consuming -but it's worth
it! | have been fortunate to teach
classes in Communication Studies and
Gender and Womends
Hollins that have allowed me to bring
many of these topics into the

classroom. In the near future, | hope

to dedicate an entire course to the

U.S. "culture wars." If you can't wait

that long to learn how to analyze

the nat.i

ces who qualifies for tax breaks, public assistance,

even financi al ai

these arguments or influence current
debates about family life, feel free to
contact me at jweberl@hollins.edu
appreciate any opportunity to
discuss this topic.

Professor Weber currently teaches

the following GWS cross  -listed
courses: FYS 197F:
Speakiné Out: The

Women Leaders; and Rhetorical
Theory 1 From Ancient Greece to the
Renaissance. She has also taught
the j -term course Rhetoric of
Womenés Activism.
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Save the Date!

" A New York Times Bestseller

LAURA S. SCOTT

GWS Lunch -a-Months

- \/\ /('\ Wednesday, February 17th
\ A AR |

Tuesday, March 16th

\ I
_|jJ Ql f’j_r . Monday, April 12th

A Couple’s Guide to ) ) _
Living Childless by Choice Join GWS faculty, students, and friends in the Glass
Dining Room from 12 -1pm
@ L
a :
N Thursday, February 11th 8 Pro Choice Lobby Day in
N Richmond, VA. If interested in attending, please email
M ‘& poberlin@hollins.edu for car pooling and scheduling
information. Image from www.Jacketsandcovers.com
Thursday, February 25th ,4:30pm 6 Founder 6s Day will feature a lecture fro
Hol Il ins®d Alumna Ell en Malcolm 669, founder of EMILY®s
Monday, March 1st through Saturday, April 17th & When Janey Comes Marching Home; Portraits of
Women Combat Veterans  display in the Eleanor D. Wilson Museum
Wednesday, March 3rd ,4:30 -6pm & Laura Scott, authorof Two i s Enough: A Couplebs Gt
Childless by Choice , speaking in The Green Drawing Room
Monday, March 8th dl nternational Women6s Day
Monday, March 8th , 7pm & "The Limiting Female Ideal in Generation Y and How Young Women Can Confront
the Pressure to Be Perfect," with Liz Funk, author of Supergirls Speak Out: Inside the Secret Crisis of
Overachieving Girls , in the VAC Auditorium.
Thursday, March 11th ,/fpmd I nt ernati onal Womeno6s Day Presentation, feat

Judith Kerman, Ph.D. in the Green Drawing Room, reception and book signing to follow

Saturday, March 20th through Monday, March 22nd & National Young Feminist Leadership Conference
with the Feminist Majority Foundation in Washington, DC
Thursday, March 25th through Saturday, March 27th 0Sout heastern Womends Studies
Conference (SEWSA) at the University of South Carolina, Columbia
Thursday, April 1st , 12-1pm & GWS informational meeting for students
Thursday - Saturday, April 22 -24 & Gender, Bodies and Technology Conference at the Hotel Roanoke
Monday, April 26th , 7:30pm 0 Author of Three Cups of Tea, Greg Mortenson, speaks in the Theatre

Friday, May 7th , 2pm 6 GWS Student Colloquium in the Hollins Room of the Wyndham Robertson Library,
immediately followed by a goodbye party and potluck for GWS seniors in the Turner Lounge
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New Major!

Creative Writing. She is involved in the Feminist Majority Leadership Alliance and
OUTLoud, and is looking to complete a Batten Leadership certificate. Wendy plans to
pursue a career that will allow her to make the world a better place for women
everywhere, and hopes that she may integrate that outcome with her passion for

writing.

SEWSA Conference

The Southeastern Women6s Stu
Conference will take place

March 25th  -27th
At the University of South Carolina, Columbia

This yeards theme is ACul tural
Activismo and topics covered
and Guerilla Activism, Art and Social Resistance,
Grassroots Organizing through Arts and Culture,
Pedagogies of the Oppressed, Performance, and Slam
Poetry and Politics among many others.

® To register visit http://saeu.sc.edu/reg/sewsa

Attend FMLA meetings to find out more information
about financing and car pooling to this event.

The National Young Feminist Leadership Conference, March 20th  -21st in Washington, DC, will focus on the

impact young women have when it comes to domestic and global issues. The Conference will be held at the
University of the District of Columbia and is sponsored by the Feminist Majority Foundation.

a

Contact Hollinsé FMLA to register, receive car pooling

the trip and cover the costs.
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Wendy Laumone is a sophomore double majoring i
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