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POLS 450: DEPARTMENTAL SCHOLAR PROGRAM (4) Department
Designated for senior honors majors only, the invited departmental scholar may 
undertake one of the following: jointly designing a course and/or teaching it with 
a faculty supervisor of her choice; assisting the faculty supervisor with a research 
project that bears relevance to her area of interest; or proposing an extension 
of her honors thesis by engaging in specialized readings. This program is by 
invitation only.

POLS 480: SENIOR THESIS/THESIS SEMINAR (4) Barbieri, Bohland
Students will write a research paper based upon an inquiry into a specific problem 
in the field of politics. Research begins during Term 1 and is completed during 
Short Term. Application must be made with faculty prior to registration. Students 
have the option of enrolling in a thesis seminar, to be co-directed by members of 
two different departments. Offered Term 1.

POLS 490: SENIOR HONORS THESIS (4, 4) Department
Offered to qualified political science majors. Research begins during first term, 
continues through Short Term, and is completed during second term. GPA 
requirements: 3.33 in political science and 3.0 overall. Application must be made 
with faculty prior to registration.

Pre-Law 
ADVISORS: Jong Oh Ra (political science), Susan Thomas (political science 
and gender and women’s studies), Joe Leedom (history), Michael Gettings 
(philosophy)

Law schools seek students with strong liberal arts backgrounds reflecting quality 
performance. There is no set pattern of courses for a pre-law student, but students 
will find courses that emphasize reading, comprehension, analysis, and writing useful. 
Courses that may prove particularly useful include: ECON 158, ECON 241, ECON 261, 
and ECON 321; GWS 141 and GWS 203; PHIL 120 and PHIL 211; POLS 101, POLS 
118, POLS 214, POLS 216, POLS 268, POLS 310, POLS 345, and POLS 363; and SOC 
215, SOC 242, and SOC 260. History, mathematics, English, and science courses, 
particularly physics and chemistry, are also suggested.

Pre-Medicine 
ADVISORS: Sandra Boatman (chemistry), Rebecca Beach (biology)

Medical schools seek broadly educated applicants who have a solid foundation 
in the natural sciences, strong analytical and communication skills, and extensive 
experience in the health professions in the form of employment, volunteer work, and/
or internships. The following courses correspond to the academic requirements for 
admission to most medical schools: BIOL 220 and BIOL 236; CHEM 101 and CHEM 
102 or CHEM 105 and CHEM 214; CHEM 221 and CHEM 222; PHYS 151 and 
PHYS 152 or PHYS 201 and PHYS 202 (all including laboratories). In addition, most 


